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Background
The UK is already experiencing the
impacts of a changing climate. This is
expected to increase over the coming
decades as UK weather patterns
become hotter and wetter, likely
bringing systemic scale impacts to
water, food, health and our natural
capital.
Adaptation offers a means of

responding to challenges brought by a
changing climate. Experts define
adaptation as making changes to
natural and human systems which can
limit harm caused by negative
impacts and maximise benefit from
new opportunities1.
The UK government approach to
becoming a ‘climate-ready society’2
is to support self-motivated uptake of
adaptive actions in all social sectors
including households.
For this to occur at scale, individuals
will need to be both sufficiently
informed
and
appropriately
motivated. They will need to be
confident as to how climate change
risks might impact them and how
they can productively respond.
However, the climate change impacts
and adaptation conversation is
increasingly being taken up by the
wider public discourse, such as the
media. These sources might have
greater reach and influence than
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government messaging.
Therefore, the public discourse on
adaptation will likely affect the extent
to which individuals are able and
willing to partake in becoming a
climate ready nation.

Research Question
How is climate change adaptation
being discussed in the public
discourse, and what are the currently
most prominent narratives of the
conversation?

Using narrative analysis to understand adaptation media coverage
Methodology

Analysis

This research will analyse data
collected
from
UK
national
broadsheet, mid-market and tabloid
newspapers plus local newspapers,
over the period January 2013 –
December 2017. Relevant articles
will be collected using a Boolean
search in the online newspaper
database LexisNexis.

This research will undertake a
narrative analysis of the collected
texts. As defined for this research, a
narrative must begin with the
occurrence of events so unusual and
impactful that they disrupt the
normal state of the story world.
Narratives
must
also
have
consciously-acting
agents
who
respond to these unusual events in
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some way. They choose and then
develop a set of actions which aim
to move the currently disrupted
situation towards a resolution and a
new state of normal.
In this analysis, climate change
impacts will be considered as the
precipitating
events
of
the
narrative(s). It will then identify the
agents tasked with responding, the
actions proposed, and the end-states
which are presented as optimal.

